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REMARKS 

The Office Action mailed July 1, 200S and the Advisory Action mailed Septemb^ 9» 
200S have been carefully reviewed and, in view of the above amcndmeots and following 
remaiks, reconsideiadon and allowance of the 8{)pUcation are respectfully requested 

Claims 1-lS, 30-3S, 43-45, and Sl-58 are cuirently pending in the i«»plication. with 
claims 1, 9, 30, 43, and SI being indqiendent claims. Each of claims 1, 9, 30, 43, and 51 are 
amended in accordance with die above amendments. Claims 16-29, 36-42, and 46-50 were 
previously cancelled. 

n. Snirnngry nf Rejections 

The following claim rejections were submitted by the Examiner in the outstanding Office 

Action: 

• aalms 1-15, 30-35, 43-45. and 51-58 m rejected under 35 U.S.C. §I02(b) as being 

anticipated by U.S. Patent Number 5,083,361 to Rudj^ and ' 
« Claims 1-2, 4-10, 12-15, 30-31, 33-35, 43, and 45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 

$102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent Number 5,741,568 to Rudy. 

nL Discussion of Applied Prior Art 
Discussion of U.S. Patent Numb&^ 5,083,361 to Rudy 

U.S. Patent Number 5,083,361 to Rudy (hereafter referred to as Rudy *361) discloses a 
pressurized bladder. With reference to Figures 2, 2a, and 2b, for example, the bladdo: includes 
an outer barrier 12, a fabric 14, and a pair of connecting sheets 23 and 24. Barrier 12 forms an 
^rterior of the bladder and seals a pressurized fluid within the bladder. Fabric 14 is formed fiom 
a pair of textile layers 16 and 18 and a plurality of threads 20 that extend between textile layers 
16 and 18. Connecting sheets 23 and 24 are polymer lay^. 

When assembled, connecting sheets 23 and 24 are effectively melted into die sur&ce of 
textile layers 16 and 18. That is, threads from textile layers 16 and 18 extmd into connecting 
sheets 23 and 24 and are embedded in the solid structure of connecting sheets 23 and 24 (see 
Figure 4c of Rudy *36]). Connectiiig sheets 23 and 24 are, in turn, joined with barrier 12. 
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Accordingly, connecting sheets 23 and 24 join to each of textile layers 16 and 18 and banier 12. 
Note that textUe layers 16 and 18 are not joined to barrier 12. Rather, textUe layers 16 and 18 aie 
joined to connecting sheets 23 and 24, and connecting sheets 23 and 24 are joined to bairier 12. 

Discussion ofU.S. Patent Number 5, 741, 568 to Rudy 

U.S. Patent Number 5,741,568 to Rndy (hereafter refened to as Rudy '568) discloses a 
pressurized bladder. With reference to Figui« 2. the bladder includes a barrier 11 and a 
compressible insert 12, Barrier 1 1 forms an exterior of the bladder and seals a pressorized fluid 
witWn the bladder. Insert 12 is located within barrier 11 and isjoined to barrier 11. 

With reference to Figure 3, insert 12 hicludes a phirality of fiben 13b Oat extend into 
barrier 11, thereby joining barrier II and insert 12. Moie particolarly, fibers 13b extend into 
barrier 11 and are locked into the solid stzucture of bairier 11. With reference to the 
specification, "the discrete filaments have a denier per fihiment of between about 1 and 20 and a 
lengdi sufiBcient to allow a first portion to embed in th^ flexible barrier material and a second 
portion to embed in fiie compressible msert" (Rndy '568, column 7, lines 16-19). A similar 
configuration is disclosed in Figures 5A-5E. 

IV. PfacnsrioniifCiflgnin !■» 

Independent daim 1 recites various Ibatuies of a fluid-fiUed bladder for an article of 

footwear. The btadder inchides a flexible outer bairier that is siibsiantially. impermeable to a 

fluid contained by the bladder. In addition, the bladder inchides a core located within the outer 

bairier. The core has at least one fijsing filament that is directly fiiscd to the outer barrier and 
secures the core to tfie outer barrier. 

The OfBce Action rejects mdependent claim 1 as being anticq>ated by each of Rudy '361 
and Rudy '568. "A claim is anticipated only if each and every element as set forth in the claim is 
found, either expressly or inherently described, in a single prior art reference." Verdegaal Brvs. 
V. Union Oa Co, of California, 814 F.2d 628, 631, 2 USPQ2d 1051. 1053 (Fed Or. 1987). As 
discussed below, Rudy '361 and Rudy '568 faU to teach or suggest a fiising filament that is 
direcdy fosed with an outer barrier, as recited by independent claim 1. 
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Rejection Over Rudy 361 

Rudy '361 discloses a coDfignratioii wherdn textile layers 16 and 18 are not directly 
fused to barrio 12. Ratho-^ textile layers 16 and 18 are joined to connecting sheets 23 and 24; 
and connecting sheets 23 and 24 are fiised to bairia 12. More particularly, various threads or 
yams witfiin textile layers 16 and 18 are joined to connecting sheets 23 and 24» and connecting 
sheets 23 and 24 are fused to barrier 12. In contrast, indq)»dent claim 1 redtes that &e fhsing 
filament of the core 'Is directly fhsed to the outer barrier.../' As discussed above, however, 
Rudy '361 discloses a configuration i^iierein tactile layors 16 and 18 are joined to ooxmecting 
sheets 23 and 24, rathn than being directly fiised with barrier 12. Accordingly, Rudy '361 does 
not disclose at least one fusutg filament that is directly fiised to die outer barrier. 

Continuing, the Office Action also states that 'Ue sheets 23 and 24 [of Rudy '361] are 
melted and therefore some of the filam^its fiom die core would be in connected to the outer 
barrier 12. Moreov^, the filan»nts 46 shown in figure 4c are in direct contact with the outer 
barrier 12** (Office Action mailed July 1, 200S, Page 4). Hie Applicants do not contest the 
ass^on that filaments 46 may be depicted as contacting barrier 12. The mere &ct that 
filaments 46 may contact barrier 12, however, does not teach or suggest tiiat filaments 46 are 
"directly fused to" barrier 12. 

Consistent with the specification of the current application, fusing occurs when elements 
(a) "blend thoroughly by or as if by melting together : COMBINE" or (b) '"become blended or 
joined by or as if by melting togedier'* (See Meiriam-Webster's Dictionary, T»th Edition). 
Rudy *361 may disclose a configuration wherein filaments 46 contact barrier 12, but Rudy '361 
incorporates no teadiing or suggestion diat filamrats 46 bloid thoroujjily or melt together with 
barrier 12. 

Based upon the above discussion, ttie Applicants respectfully submit that independent 
claim 1 is allowable over Rudy '361. In addition, claims 2-8 should be allowable for at least the 
same reasons. 

Rejection Over Rudy '568 

Rudy '568 discloses a configuration wherein fibers are embedded within the barrier, but 
not fused to the barrier. Insert 12 includes a plurality of fibers 13b that are onbedded witUn 
barrier 11, ther^y joining barrier 11 and insert 12, According to Rudy '568, "ihe discrete 
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fUaments have a denier per filament of between about 1 and 20 and a length sufficient to allow a 
first portion to embed in the flexible barrier material and a second portion to embed in the 
compressible insert" (Rudy '568. column 7, lines 16-19). Rudy '568 teaches, therefiwe, that 
fibers 13b are embedded within barrier 11. 

Embedding fibers within a hairier is significantly different than fitting flie fibers to the 
barrier. An Element A may be embedded within an Element B without any fining between 
Element A and Element B. For example, a steel post supporting a street sign may be embedded 
within concrete, a fly may be embedded within amber, and a broken Ihnb may be embedded 
within plaster that forms a cast FurthHmorei a fiber may be embedded within a polymer 
material. Innoneof diese examples, however, are the obfects joined through fliaing. As noted 
above, fiising occurs when elements (a) "blend thoroughly by or as if by melting together : 
COMBINE'* or (b) -become blended or joined by or as if by melting togeihei*' (See Miriam- 
Webstefs Dictionaiy, Tenth Edition). Merely embedding fibers 13b in barrier 11 does not 
qualify as flising fibers 13b to barrier n. More particularly, embedding fibeis 13b in barrier 11 
does not teach or suggest that fibeis 13b blend thoroughly or melt togedier with barrier 1 1 . 

In response to similar arguments submitted in die Amendment of June 14, 2005, the 

Office Action states flmt the fibeis ••are embedded by a curing process and therefore s^^ 
consist of heat and pressure the elements are fiised together^ (Office Action mailed July 1, 2005, 
Page 4). Jh support of this assertion, the Office Action refers to cohmm 8, lines 39-44 of Rudy 
•568, which states "Pmal curing of die fbam embeds tiie filaments tfaeiein, creating a secure 
bond. Tlw multitude of high tai^e strength filaments of the fidmc penetrate the snrfittela^ 
Of tiie compression memiber and sinmhaneonsly overiap and bond to the filaments comprising 
die surfiice layer of the compiessible insert." As a first matter, this portion of Rudy '568 refers 
to the manner in which fibera 13b are joined widi insert 12, not widi barrier 1 1. Furthennore, 
oven if this passage fiom Rudy '568 refened to joining of fibers I3b to barrier 11, there is no' 
teadiing or suggestion that the fibeis are fused with the barrier. Curing might (although this is 
not stated in Rudy '568) involve heat and pressure, but the mere feet that heat and pressure are 
present does not imply that flising occurs. Raflier, curing is noted to demonstrate tfiat insert 12 
(not barrier 1 1) may have a -tacky, penetrable suifece" (Rudy '568. cohmm 8. lines 36-37) that 
receives fibets 13b, and curing of the foam material forming tiie sur&se embeds die fibers 
thecein. 
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Based upon die above discussion, the Applicants respectfully submit that indq)endent 
claim 1 is allowable over Rudy *S68. In addition, claims 2 and 4-8 should be allowable far at 
least the same reasons. 

V. Dlscusrion nf ri«iimy 0 ,15, 30-35, 43^5^ and 
Each of independent claims 9, 30, 43, and SI recite various features of a bladder for an 
article of footwear. As with independoit claim l. each of indqiendent claims 9, 30, and 43 recite 
tiiat the bladder includes a banier and a core» and filaments of flie core are fiised diieedy to tiie 
banier. Accordingly, independent elaims 9, 30, 43, and 51 should be allowable over Rudy '361 
and Rudy *S68 based upcm anguments that are substantially identical to the arguments discussed 
above fbr indepoident claim 1, and claims 10-I5» 31-35, 44-45, and 52-58 should be allowable 
for at least tiie same reasons. 

VL AdditiimalDtoiiarf«i.nfri.im,^i^g 

^dependent claim 51 recites various features of a fluid-filled bladder fiir an article of 
fbotwear. The bladder inchides a flexible outer banier that is substantially impermeable to a 
fluid contained by the bladder. In addition, the bladder includes a core located wilhm the outer 
banier. The core includes at least one fiising filam«it that is directly fused to the outer bairier 
and secures the core to the outer barrier. A material of the fiising filament is 4ie same as a 
material of the outer banier. 

The Rudy patents disclose various matmals for the barrim» fitoic, and insert, for 
exanqile, but does not disclose a configuration ix^min the same matmals are utilized. The 
QflSce Action slates that connectmg sheets 23 and 24 may be made out of the same matmal as 
banier 12. Independent claim 51» however, states tiiat a material of the fusing filament is the 
same as a material of the outer barrier. The &ct that connecting sheets 23 and 24 may be made 
out of the same material as banier 12 does not teach or suggest that fiising filaments may be 
made of the same material as the banier. 

Based upon the above discussion, die ^>plicants respectfiiUy submit that indqiendcnt 
claim 51 is allowable over Rudy *361 and Rudy '568. In addition, claims 52*58 should be 
allowable for at least the same reasons. 
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VIL ConclMion 

In view of the foregoii^ the ^plicants lespectfiilly subtnit that all claims are in a 
cQiKlitioa for allowance, TTie Applicants respectfiiUy reqttest» tfa^:efoie» that the rejections be 
withdrawn and Aat this application now be allowed. . 

This Amendment is being timely filed by facsimile transmission on September 16, 2005. 
Should additional fees or an extension of time be deemed necessary for consideration of this 
Amendment, such fees or extension are hereby lecpiestied and the Commissions is authorized to 
chargedepositaccomttnumber 19-0733 forpayment. If anything ftaither is desirable to place the 
plication in even better &im for allowance* tiie Examine is lespectfliUy lequestod to 
telephone the undersigned representative at (503) 425-6800. 

Respectfully subnntted, 

B. Bfe.l± 

Resi8(iatumNo.5i;Z55 

Banna- & Witcof^ 
1001 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 2OOOI-4597 
Telephone: (202)824-3000 

Dated: Sqifsmbei: 16» 2005 
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